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INTEGRATING TRANSPORTATION STUDIES 


In my recent trip to California, where ASPO 
conducted two Community Planning Institutes for the 
municipal officials of that state (Los Angeles and 
Oakland), I had an opportunity toread carefully The 
County of London Plan. It isa good report, and, far 
the most part, embodies in its recommendations the 
best American practices. 

It seems tome, however, that one major defect 
stands forth starkly. The same shortcoming is to be 
found in much of the planning for large cities in 
this country. That is the emphasis on highway devel- 
opment asa solution (or the solution) of all trans- 
portation problems ad an almost complete overlooking 
of the part mass transportation facilities d, can, 
and should, play in moving people. 

In recent years inthe U. S. A., great emphasis 
has been given to highway planning and the private 
automobile. We have recently had that excellent 
Interregional Highway report. Hearings are now being 
held in Washington on a billion-dollar-a-year-highway 
program. A vast array of important people has ap- 
peared before the Congressional committees urging 
this legislation and appropriation. For years we 
have had a large federal appropriation for highways 
in all the states. 

Increase in use of the private automobile has 
forced a demand for additional street space - both 
for the movement of vehicles and, in instances, for 
the storage of vehicles. In most cases mass trans-— 
portation facilities are privately owed while high- 
ways are publicly owed. Thus it is often diffi- 
cult to integrate a private utility into public 
planning. Even when the transit facilities are pub- 
licly owned, they are usually operated by a semi- 
autonomous body which wants to do its own planning 
- unrelated to the general community plan. In many 
communities, the private transit organization has 
throm up its hands in defeat. 

These are but some of the reasons why transporta- 
tion planning has been so disintegrated and chaotic. 





9 far can we go, however, in providing street 


space for every private vehicle which wants travel 
area and a place to park? Suppose we do provide 
street space amd parking areas forall existing cars 
and 50 per cent more. Have we solved the ultimate 
problem of moving people conveniently, rapidly and 
inexpensively? 

Demands for public services are ever on the 
increase while the local tax base shrivels. The 
greatest present demand is for more streets, high- 
ways and parking lots. What can a city afford to 
provide? When do we reach the limits of these de- 
mands? 

Let us remember sane fundamentals. Three street 
cars can carry as many people as 120 automobiles. 
The less movement wehave between home andwork, the 
more nearly do we approach the ideal community. If 
we are interested in the movement of people we will 
discover the best and most economical method of 
accomplishing it. 

This is not an argument against more highways 
or against further appropriations for highway im- 
provements and extensions. The present highway 
pattern throughout the country is so inadequate 
that years of work and extensive improvements are 
still required. 

As the Interregional Highway report points 
out, there is much that must be done within urban 
areas to provide a satisfactory highway pattern. 
It is realized that in many of our smaller and mid- 
dle-sized communities, highways, private autos and 
parking lots will provide the only satisfactory 
tools for the movement of people. 

This is, however, an argument against thinking 
of transportation in terms of only one facility; 
this is against shortsightedness which overlooks 
the part that mass transportation might play in 
solving some of our urban transportation problems 
in the larger cities. 

There is no reality totransportation planning 
if it fails totake into account all means of moving 
people. (WHB) 
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CHURCHILL REVIEWS POST-WAR HOUSING IN BRITAIN 


Million Homes Destroyed 

There are two subjects of do- 
mestic policy mentioned last year 
on which we have not produced 
an account of action. This first 
is housing. We set before our- 
selves the provision of homes for 
all who need them with a priority 
for service men, as and when 
they come home from the war. 
Let me first lay down an abso- 
lute rule—nothing can be done 
which by weakening or clogging 
the war effort prolongs the war. 
Nothing can in any way hamper 
progress. There are three .ways 
in which the busi of housing 
people could be attacked. I do 
not take the view myself that we 
are a nation of slum-dwellers. 
Nearly 5,000,000 new houses were 
built between two wars. The Brit- 
ish people, as a whole, were bet- 
ter housed than almost any peo- 
ple in Europe or in many parts 
of the United States. 
about a million homes have been 
destroyed or damaged by the 
enemy. 

This offers an opportunity for 
rebuilding or replanning and we 
had better make a clean sweep of 
the areas of which we should be 
ashamed. 

I have given my word that sol- 
diers when they return and those 
who have been bombed out, shall 
be restored to homes at the ear- 
liest possible moment. 

The first attack must be made 
on damaged houses which can be 
rebuilt. This must go on during 
the war. It is a war measure. 
Our Allies are here among us and 
we must do our best for them. 

The second attack on the prob- 
lem will be made by prefabricat- 
ed or emergency houses. The 
Ministry of Works is working 
wonders on this. I hope we make 
up a half million of them. And 
hot only plans, but preparations, 





are being made on a nationwide | 


scale. Factories are being as- 
signed, materials are being ear- 


But now | 











marked, convenient sites will be 
chosen and the whole business is 
being treated as a military mat- 
ter handled by the Government. 

I have every hope and firm re- 
solve that several hundred thou- 
saud of our young men will be 
able to marry several hundred 
thousand of our young women 
and make their own four-year- 
plan. 


Housewives to See Houses 


What about these emergency 
houses? I have seen the full size 
model myself and steps are being 
taken to make sure that a great 
many housewives have a chance 
of expressing their views about 
it. These houses will make a 
heavy demand upon the steel in- 
dustry and will absorb in great 
measure its overflow and expan- 
sion for war purposes. 

They are, in my opinion, far 
superior to the ordinary cottage 
as it exists today. Not only have 
they excellent baths, kitchen- 
ettes, gas and electricity and re- 
frigerators, but their walls carry 
chests of furniture—chests of 
drawers and tables—which today 
would cost £80 to buy. Standard 
articles of furniture will be mass- 
produced so that no heavy charge 
will fall on the tenants. 

Owing to the methods of pro- 
duction, I am assured that these 
houses, including pretty furni- 
ture, will be available at a mod- 
erate rent. All will be publicly 
owned and will not rest with any 
individual tenant to keep them 
after they have served the pur- 
pose. As much thought has been 
and will be pyt into this plan as 
into the invasion of Africa, 
though I admit it does not bear 
comparison with the kind of 
thing we are working at now. 
The swift production of houses is 
the only way in which the imme- 
diate needs of the people can be 
met in four or five years after 
the war. In addition to this and 


rebuilding, we hive a program 
of permanent rebuilding which 
| the Ministry of Health has re- 
j cently outlined and by which we 
j Shall have two or three hundred 
; thousand houses built or build- 
| ing. Two-hundred thousand sites 
| are already owned. 

Side by side comes the question 
| of the employment of the build- 
| ing trades. We don’t want the 
| splurge to be followed by contrac- 
| tion. I have sympathy with the 
builders and bricklayers. In 
peacetime they know that when a 
| job is finished, they may have to 
look for another. Our twelve- 
year plan for the building trades 
on which Bevin [Minister of La- 
bor and National Service] and 
Lord Portal [Minister of Works 
and Planning] have spent so 
much time to guarantee steady 
and long employment must be 
carried out. 


Asserts Land Will Be Taken 


We are told by busy wiseacres 
—how can you build houses with- 
out land? We already said in 1941 
that all land shall be taken at 
prices based on March 31, 1939, 
values. Stocks and shares and 
many classes of real property 
have gone up. Agricultural land 
has also risen in value. The state 
has power—which it will on no 
account surrender—to claim all 
land needed bona fide for public 
purposes at values fixed before 
wartime conditions. There are 
hard places which will be best ad- 
justed by Parliament. In the 
main you may be sure that land 
will be forthcoming when and 
where needed for all houses need- 
ed for the people. Nobody needs 
to be deterred from planning for 
the future by the fear that they 
may not have land. Legislation 
to enable the authorities to get 
any land will be presented at this 
session. 

















MICHIGAN'S POST-WAR PLANNING FUND 


\-New York Times 3/27/44 





SEATTLE'S PROBLEMS 


According to recent reports 
from Seattle, 36per cent of the 
space in Seattle's five largest 
office buildings is currently 
leased by war and navy depart- 
ments and federal agencies. 
Twenty-two percent of all local 
industrial employees, not in- 
cluding the thousands at Boeing 
and in the shipyards, are work- 
ing for firms which have no 
peacetime background, and ac- 
cording to Ben B. Ehrlichman, 
chairman of the Seattle Chamber 
of Commerce C. E. D., they have 
only a slight chance of surviv- 
ing the reconversion period. 
Seattle's population has jumped 
24 per cent since 1940. 


NEW POST-WAR PLANNING 
AGENCY IN MEXICO 


A National Commission for 
the Study of Post-war Problems 
was recently established ty ex- 
ecutive order of President Man- 
uel Avila Comacho. The new a- 
gency will concern itself with 
the social, economic, educa- 
tional and international prob- 
lems of Mexico, with emphasis 
on the readjustments that will 
have to be made during the 
transition from war to peace. 

The Commission is headed 
by Octavio Vejar Vasquez, for- 


Last month we reported that the Michigan leg- 
islature had appropriated five million dollars for 
local post-war planning purposes. Counties, cities, 
villages, townships, school districts and county 
road commissions may make application for funds to 
defray one-half the cost of surveys, plans and spec- 
ifications for the construction, addition, major 
repairs and operations of public buildings, highways 
and streets and publicly owned and operated facili- 
ties, utilities and services. In addition to the 
preparation of surveys, studies and preliminary 
plans for a five-year local public works program, 
the fund will permit completion of plans and speci- 
fications for the first year's construction of the 
items in such programs. 

Although the rules and regulations forthe dis- 
bursement of the fund and an application form for 
use bylocal governments will not beavailable until 
the middle of April, the Michigan State Planning 
Commission is urging local agencies to accumulate 
and organize inventories on existing facilities 
which would throw light on their adequacies and 
potentialities. The Commission has also urged 
communities not to use the money for the purchase 
of plans by technicians. 


30 


mer secretary of public education. Among the other 
members are business and professional men, labor 
and government officials, congressmen and, in ex- 
officio capacity, cabinet members. The Commission 
is empowered to enlist the cooperation ani facilities 
of other government agencies, and tocreate auxili- 
ary agencies to work with state and local govern- 
ments in post-war planning. 


NEW YORK REGIONAL PLAN ECONOMIC STUDIES 


Finding 280,000 more jobs in the New York 
metropolitan region than existed before the war in 
manufacturing, wholesale trades, finance manage- 
ment, etc., is necessary to maintain a high level 
of employment according toa release of the Regional 
2lan Association. This is only part of the labor 
force that must be absorbed. It is estimated that 
855,000 new jobs will be required if employment is 
to be provided for 5,600,000 persons in 1946 as 
against 4,745,000 actually employed in 1940. The 
New York Regional Plan Association estimates that 
for every 100 jobs provided in manufacturing, whole- 
sale trades, banking, etc., 215 jobs are made possi- 
ble inthe retail trades, professional and personal 
services, local transportation, construction busi- 
ness, local government, etc., etc. 
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POST-WAR PLANNING IN OAKLAND 


In order to meet post-war problems, a Post-War 
Planning Committee of the City of Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, has been authorized byCouncil and appointed 
by the mayor. Membership represents government, 
labor, business, civic, educational, veteran, reli- 
gious and fraternal organizations. The Committee 
expects to formulate industrial, educational and 
resources plans. 

The Committee functions through a group of 
special purpose sub-committees, covering such fields 
as aviation, agriculture, development of new prod- 
ucts, education, housing, land-use study, local 
transportation, reemployment, regional trade, and 
social welfare and recreation. In addition, Oak- 
land has a list of public works, for which it ex- 
pects to complete blueprints ty the end of the war. 


$5,000 PRIZE FOR BOSTON PLAN 


Boston University has announced a citizens' 
contest for the best overall plan to develop "one 
Boston" out of the metropolitan area. Top prize 
will be $5,000. Sponsors for the contest are Gov- 
ernor Saltonstall, Mayor Tobin, the Boston Society 
of Architects, the Boston Chamber of Commerce, Har- 
vard University, and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Each contestant must submit a manu— 
script of not more than 15,000 words covering poli- 
cies which might be developed to solve the prob- 
lems of the metropolitan area. 


PLANNING ORGANIZATION IN BROOME COUNTY, N. Y. 


Broome County, New York, whose county seat is 
Binghamton, has recently organized its planning ac- 
tivity ona three-way basis. A Conference of County 
Officials, made up of members of the County Board 
of Supervisors, mayors, and members of the legisla- 
tive bodies of the city and villages, etc., will act 
as the ways and means group. ‘he Broome County Plan- 
ning Board will be responsible for the research and 
technical planning work. The Broome County Communi- 
ty Council, with its affiliated Community Planning 
Committees inthe eight incorporated units and six- 
teen towns within the county, will act as the funnel 
for citizen participation. The Committees will 
perform the same function onthe local level as the 
Council will on a county-wide basis. 

The Broome County Planning Board's program 
calls for regular monthly meetings throughout 1944 
at which the plans for the entire area will be re- 
viewed step by step. To supplement the work, the 
Broome County Community Council is holding ten 
clinics on such subjects as shelter, health and 
education, social work, etc. 


CORRECTION 


In the March News Letter we stated that the 
budget for planning in Toledo had been increased 
to $35,000 a year. The actual fact is that it was 


increased $35,000. The total budget now is 
$45,331, ch provides 14¢ per capita for planning 
in Toledo. “¢ 


SYRACUSE IN TERMS OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 


The citizens of Syracuse, New York, are dis- 
satisfied with their city! The voting public in 
Syracuse is backing city planning because they un- 
derstand the need for it; and while expecting no 
miracles, they nevertheless demand both the immedi- 
ate and long-term advantages it will bring. This 
happy state of affairs is the result of more than 
a year's intensive work by a team of a salaried 
publicity staff and a volunteer citizen's com 
mittee. 

The measurable statistics on public reaction 
are revealing. A 40-man (and Ave. speaker's bu- 
reau has all the requests for speakers it can handle. 
News space in local papers is averaging above 500 
inches a month. Schools have stimulated interest 
through essay projects. "Syracuse On Trial," a 
unique half-hour Sunday afternoon radio program, has 
top audience rating for its time bracket. The Ci- 
vilian Defense Organization has used its block ward- 
ens for questionnaire polling and for census-taking. 

But the year's record has not been all peaches 
and cream. Syracuse has learned from its failures 
too. However carefully organized, public meetings 
have not proved too successful, because the technical 
material presented was not AKC-plain and not suffi- 
ciently dramatized. The use of direct mail has been 
disappointing. A 5,600 mailing of "Postwar News," 
an attractive four-page pamphlet with business re- 
ply card enclosed (the easiest possible way to an- 
swer), brought only 125 replies. 

At the outset the Syracuse Planning Council re- 
lied for its public relations on a part-time volun- 
teer committee. The resulting lack of publicity was 
bad, but public indifference and actual suspicion 
on the part of some business groups was even worse. 
Facing that fact, the committee obtained funds for 
a full-time staff. This proved the solution. In- 
difference and suspicion vanished in direct propor- 
tion to the flow of news and to the appearance on 
radio programs of leading figures in the city's 
business life - giving their views on post-war 
problems and their recommendations for solutions. 
Opposing viewpoints were freely aired and frequently 
differences of opinion that seemed poles apart at 
the beginning were resolved to mere disagreement 
over minor details by the end of the session. But 
it should be emphasized that much of the credit 
goes to the volunteer committee, which performed 
its staff functions in an outstanding way as soon 
as it was relieved of the leg-work of execution. 

To sum up — successful public participation 
has the twin job of creating public dissatisfaction 
with things as they are and public understanding of 
things as they might be. Second, there is an es- 
sential place on the staff of any planning group 
for full-time public relations experts who simplify, 
dramatize ,and place the technical and relatively 
dry output of the professional planner. Third, 
there is an essential place for volunteer committees 
of qualified citizens to assist in organizing the 
voters without whose mobilized support a city. plan 
is generally foredoomed to failure. 

-Brooke Alexander, Assistant to the Publisher, 
Portune Magazine. 
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PLANNING INSTITUTES IN ILLINOIS, 
CALIFORNIA AND PENNSYLVANIA 


ASPO has directed three additional Community 
Planning Institutes during the month of March. One 
was held in Springfield, Illinois, for officials of 
that state; the second was inLos Angeles for South- 
ern California and the third in Oakland for Northern 
California. Those who attended were mayors, city 
managers, councilmen, city engineers, city clerks, 
representatives of Chambers of Commerce, state of- 
ficials, et al. 

Twenty-five cities were represented at the D- 
linois meeting with 50 registrants; 35 cities were 
repregented at Los Angeles with 85 registrants; and 
30 cities represented a@& Oakland with 71 registrants. 
In addition, there were representatives from state 
departments and other organizations. An attempt 
has been made in each case to limit registration to 
a number easily handled with available facilities. 

These Institutes have drawn to them outstanding 
public officials. Interest has been very high and 
the active discussion has been maintained ata very 
intelligent level. Those who participate in these 
L4-day sessions sit through them continuously. Pub- 
lic officials are interested enough in the future of 
their communities to spend 44 days in a discussion 
of community problems. 

In Pennsylvania three Institutes have been 
scheduled for late March and early April under 
guiaance from the State Committee m Municipal Post- 
War Planning. They will be held in Philadelphia, 
Harrisburg and Pittsburgh with the sponsorship of 
the Pennsylvania Department of Internal Affairs and 
the Local Government Institutes of the University 
of Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania State College. 
Fach Institute will consist of six sessions. 





POST-MORTEM ON THE MINNESOTA INSTITUTE 


Following the Community Planning Institute held 
in Minnesota, Mr. C. C. Ludwig, Executive Secretary 
of the League of Minnesota Municipalities, sent a 
criticism questionnaire to every participant. Among 
the questions asked were: (1) What was your over- 
all impression of the Institute as a practical help 
to the small and medium-sized Minnesota municipali- 
ties? (2) What topics or phases did you like best? 
(3) What topics or phases did you like least? (4) 
Wat changes in subject matter or text material would 
you suggest? (5) What changes would you suggest in 
length of school, hours, seating arrangements, text- 
pook fee, etc? (6) Do you think the League should 
plan another Institute next year on "community plan- 
ning" or some phase of it? (7) Other suggestions. 

There were comments that will prove helpful in 
the arrangements of future Institutes. As to the 
question of whether the League should hold another 
Institute, the answer was unanimously in favor of 
it. Some of the other comments were: "Received 
more good from this than any meeting I have at- 
tended." "A very worthwhile method of group instruc- 
tion." "A great help to us." "A great help in 
planning and a good education." "Very practical. 
Exchange of ideas by cross-section representatives 
a benefit to every community." 
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EDUCATION FOR PLANNING 


Creighton University: Creighton University in Omaha 
has offered its facilities and services in a pro 
seminar on post-war planning, which will provide 
an opportunity for interested citizens to study and 
discuss Omaha's needs and how planning can help to 
meet them. The seven sessions of the seminar, which 
opened on March 14, will continue through April 25, 
The discussion at the first session was headed by 
Philip H. Elwood, Head of the Department of Land- 
scape Architecture at Iowa University. Others on 
the program will be Mayor Dan B. Butler, heads of 
municipal departments, and representatives from 
the University, from the Planning Commission, and 
the Chamber of Commerce's Committee on Planning. 





PLANNING COURSE FOR ALLIED ARMED FORCES 


The School of Planning and Research for Re- 
gional Development, located in London, has released 
the first part of the War Office Correspondence 
Course in Town and Country Planning, which is avail- 
able to members of the armed forces. The course is 
designed for architects, engineers and surveyors, 
to prepare them for the intensive post-war planning 
course tobeorganized by the Town Planning Institute 
for ex-servicemen, for less advanced students, and 
for those with a general interest in planning. 

The syllabus of the first part gives a back- 
ground to planning; it covers a definition and 
short history of British planning, a review of geol- 
ogy and meteorology as related to planning, a dis- 
cussion of urban and rural communities, and of the 
Barlow, Scott and Uthwatt Reports. The second part 
of the course is to cover planning factors such as 
sociology, law, government, land economics, comm- 
ity services, transportation, physical structures 
and planning surveys. The third part, on planning 
practice will include material m national, regional 
and local planning; concluding with a discussion 
of civic design and of reconstruction. 

Word from England indicates that students from 
the Forces are now applying for enrollment in the 
Correspondence Course at the rate of about six a 


day. 


This course is see to all members of the 
armed forces o e ted Nations. 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 


fhe Annual Meeting of the senders of the 
American Soctety of Planning Officials will be 
held at the Stevens Hotel in Chicago on May l, 
2, and 3, 1944, 

During the business meeting scheduled for 
3:30 P.M. fuesday, May 2, reports will be sub- 
mitted by the Committees on Highways and frans- 
portation and Ways and Means. Pollowing the 
report of the Nominating Committee there will 
be an election of officers. 
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FROM SOMEWHERE AT SEA 


A former staff member of ASPO, Roger Seccombe, 
writes us in part as follows: 

"We have settled down toa month by month rou- 
tine of echelons and rest and repair periods. We 
make a beach-head, supply and reinforce it and then 
rest until the time comes for another invasion. War 
is an extremely dull business, even the excitement 
of combat action becomes dull after successive ex- 
periences. We have been an extremely lucky ship 
so far, only a few skirmishes with enemy aircraft 
in the way of combat action. 

"Native life in the particular islands we are 
based in now is not very interesting. There is a 
great difference in native populations from island 
to island. One interesting fact about even the 
most primitive groups is that they are extremely 
honest; stealing is almost unheard of. You also 
observe their kindness to old people and children. 
We often wonder what these pawns in the paths of 
empires think of our civilization." 


NEBRASKA'S FUTURE 


A state-wide Conference for the Study of Ne- 
braska's Future Development will be held in Lincoln 
on April 18. Sponsors for the meeting include all 
the important business, labor, agricultural, educa- 
tional, and civic groupsin the state. The program 
includes topics on Nebraska's future in terms of 
industry, labor, aviation, agriculture, public 
works. Among those on the program are Milton S. 
Eisenhower, President, Kansas State Agricultural 
College; A. J. Guenther, President, Nebraska Fed- 
eration of Labor; Thomas Flaherty, Regional Direc- 
tor, Civil Aeronautics Association; and J. T. Hart- 
son, President, Glenn L. Martin - Nebraska Company. 


PASADENA CITIZENS COUNCIL 


Pasadena has recently organized a Citizens’ 
Council for Planning, whose purpose is to bring the 
cause of planning to public notice and to improve 
the economic and social welfare of the city by pro- 
posing and supporting planning legislation. It is 
expected that the new Council will work closely 
with the City Planning Commission. 

Whitney R. Smith is President of the Council, 
whose office is located at 209 South Benson Street, 
South Pasadena, California. 


ST. LOUIS COUNTY ZONING 


The Board of County Commissioners of St. Louis 
County, Minnesota, on March 7 of this year adopted 
a county zoning ordinance. The unincorporated areas 
in the county are classified as restricted or un- 
restricted. The ordinance, which is very simply 
drawn, prohibits the construction of dwellings for 
year-round occupancy in restricted districts, and 
the restricted areas make up the greater part of 
the county. The purpose of the ordinance is to 
prevent the uneconomic scattering of settlement, 
and to prevent agricultural settlement in unproduc- 
tive areas. If a non-conforming use is discontin- 
ued for a period of two years or more, any subse- 
quest use or occupancy of the land must conform 
with the provisions of the ordinance. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 
Planning Detroit, Review of Work of City Plan Com 
sisoton 1943: OO Water Board Building, Detroit 
Michigan; George F. Emery, City Planner-Secre- 
tary. 34pp.maps. 
Annual Report of the Los Angeles County Regional 
Planning Commission, June : Room 725, 205 


Sguth Broadway, Los Angeles, California; Arthur H. 
Adams, Acting Chief Engineer. 46pp.mimeo.,maps. 


(The Commission has an amazing record of 48 meetings 
during the year with 100 per cent attendance.) 





Annual Report of the City Planning Board of Port— 
Tand, Maine, 1943: H. Norton Maxfield, Engineer. 
28pp.mimeo. ,maps, tables. 








Annual Report of the Puerto Rico Planning, Urbaniz~ 
ing and Zoning Board, 1942-13: Santurce, Puerto 
Rico; Rafael Picéd, Chairman. 29pp.charts. (The 
Board has an annual appropriation of $100,000. This 
year when it was recommended that governmental ex- 
penses by curtailed be 15 per cent, the members of 
the Board took voluntary sal cuts so the Board's 
program would not be hampered. 
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PERSONALS 


A number of changes have taken place in the 
organization of the City Planning Division in Mil- 
waukee. Mr. Alvin Bromm is now planning director. 
Mr. Elmer Krieger is supervising planner. Philip 
L. Larson has joined the staff. William L. Slayton 
is another new member of the staff. 








Samuel H. Carsten, formerly planning engineer 
for the Los Angeles County Regional Planning Commis- 
sion, is now with the Land Planning Division of the 
Federal Housing Administration in Los Angeles. 





William 0, Backhouse, ASPO member from Johannes- 
burg, S. Africa, will prepare plans forthe Vereenig- 
ing Town and Planning Schemes, 280,000 acres; the 
Hercules Town and Regional Planning Schemes, 40,000 
acres; the Meyerton Town Planning Scheme and the 
Klerksdorp Town Planning Scheme. Mr. Backhouse says 
Vereeniging isthe coming heavy industrial area there. 





Henry Klumb, formerly planning architect for 
the city of Los Angeles, has recently accepted a 
position as architect for the Committee on Design 
of Public Works df the Insular Government of Puerto 
Rico. 





Fred W. Kraft, formerly with the Federal Pub- 
lic Housing Authority in Kansas City, Missouri, has 
accepted a position as senior city planner with the 
Chicago Plan Commission. 





The mayor of Indianapolis, Indiana, has re- 
cently appointed a post-war planning committee. 
The chairman of that committee is Mr. George A. 
Kuhn. 





D. E. Mackelmann, formerly assistant regional 
coordinator for the National Housing Agency in 





Chicago, Illinois, is now serving in the United 
States Army. 
Kenneth F. Mitchell, formerly with the Na- 


tional Park Service, is now with the Land Planning 
Division of the Federal Housing Administration 
in Los Angeles. 





Miriam Strong, formerly assistant director of 
the Bureau of Urban Research a& Princeton Universi- 
ty, Princeton, New Jersey, has accepted a position 
as assistant community planner with the Urban Com 
munity Relations Division of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. 





Wallace G. Teare, who is chief of planning for 
the Cleveland Metropolitan Housing Authority, has 
recently been made a member of the Lakewood, Ohio, 
City Planning Commission. 





Leslie Williams, formerly director of the Civic 
Planning md Traffic Board of the Providence, Rhode 
Island, Chamber of Commerce, has recently been ap- 
pointed city planning engineer for the American 
Transit Association, 292 Madison Avenue, New York, 
New York. 
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LOOK AT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD (EXHIBITION) 


Starting March 28, the Museum of Modern Art 
in New York City will hold a planning exhibitio 
entitled "Look at Your Neighborhood." Designed b 
Rudolf Mock, with the advice of Clarence Stein, it 
attempts to answer the demands from educational and 
civic organizations for practical information on 
community planning. The exhibition contains 12 pan- 
els, each 30 x 40 inches, ania title panel 15 x 30 
inches. They present such neighborhood requirements 
as a shopping center, community center, school, etc. 

The exhibition may be purchased at a cost of 
$45.00, plus mailing charges, or may be rented at 
a cost of $8.00 for three weeks, plus transportation 
charges from the previous city on the itinerary. 

Communications should be addressed to Miss 
Elodie Courter, Director of Circulating Exhibitions, 
The Museum of Modern Art, New York 19. 


LEGISLATION—PROPOSED 
Federal 
#. R. 4392: Introduced by Mr. Kefauver - Largely 
a counterpart of S. 1730 to create and organize an 
Office of Demobilization introduced by Messrs. George 
and Murray. (Cited in March News Letter.) 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 


CHRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA 


Your Montgomery County Planning C i posed of five M: 





tg y citizens, is trying 
to perfect a plan whereby the people of this county can help servicemen and servicewomen to get suitable 
and happy work or locations when they return to civilian life 


In order to complete this plan, we must have information about each and every one of you, regard- 
less of whether you want assistance or not. Will you please fill in the following form and: return in the 
enclosed self-addressed envelope at once? Your reply can mean the difference between you or some other 
boy or girl having a job or not having one 


This is no guarantee of a job, but the symbol of the determination of the folks in Montgomery 
County that the first men and women to return will not get all the good jobs, and our pledge to do every 
thing reasonably possible to provide suitable jobs for all 


R. B. H. Begg, Chairman, B'acksburg, Va Mrs. C. W. Crush, Secretary, Christiansburg, Va 
R. F. Plank, Blacksburg, Va A. O. Salmons, Riner, Va. S. C. Snead, Shawsville, Va 


QUESTIONNAIRE 
1. Do you want someone to look for a job or a location for you in or near Montgomery County? 
(If answer is no, just sign and return.) 
2. What were you doing before entering the service? 


3. Name and address of your last employer before entering the service? 


4. What trade have you learned while in the service? 

5. What would you like to do when you COME BACK HOME? Ist choice 
2d 3d 

Do you prefer work near home? Want your old job back? 


What was your highest grade in public school? 


What college, if any, did you attend? Years? Degree? 


— x ~ o 


If you want to continue school, state what school and course preferred. 


10. If you want to do farm work, state experience on back of this sheet. Describe whether dairy. 
stock or general farming —with or without machinery? 


11. Do you wish to purchase a farm, home, or business of your own? If 90, state details 


on back of this sheet 
12. Do you need to borrow money to re-establish yourself? If so, name amount, security if any. 
and for what purpose, on back of this sheet 


13. Please advise if you feel this commission could assist you with any business or personal matters 
while you are in the service. 





Print Name . Rank Home Address 


) 
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PLANNING (INCLUDING ZONING) 
LAW AND LEGISLATION 
Prepared by Alfred Bettman 





Court of Appeals. The majority opinion, however, 
held that the New York constitutional provision did 
not require any such regulation; so the decision of 
this issue turned solely upon the interpretation of 


the text of the state constitution. The opinion 
Highest Court Sustains Validity of Stuyvesant Town: contains no mention of any federal constitutional 
1 Murray v. LaGuardia 52 Northeastern (2d) 884. question; the implication being, therefore, that 
- | It will be remembered (see News Letter of February where there is an express state constitutional au- 
) 194.) that the trial court and the first appellate thorization of clearance and rehabilitation of sub- 
5 court refused to enjoin the contract between New standard and insanitary areas, no federal consti- 
: York City and the Stuyvesant Town Corporation, but tutional question is involved. 
f on grounds which didnot recognize that the consti- Those who were fighting the project in this 
t tutional validity of the New York Redevelopment Com- cause sought tohave the Supreme Court of the United 
n panies law was in issue. ‘he highest New York court States take the case; but that Court refused with- 
(Court of Appeals) has now affirmed the decision; out expressing any opinion. That refusal cannot be 
s but it did not avoid the constitutional question interpreted as going beyond the proposition that 
and expressly sustained not only the contract but where a state constitution declares the clearance 
' the statute itself. and rehabilitation of substandard and insanitary 
This upholding of this statute was based, how- areas to be a public use, no substantial federal 
ever, entirely upon the special provision of the constitutional question exists. Consequently the 
New York State constitution, which reads: whole outcome of this case furnishes no explicit 
"Sec. 1. Housing for persons of low income; authority in any state whose constitution does not 
slum clearance. Subject to the provisions of this contain express provisions corresponding to those 
4 article, the legislature may provide in such manner, of the New York constitution. 


by such means and upon such terms and conditions as 
it may prescribe for low rent housing for persons 
of low income as defined by law, or for the clear- 
ance, replanning, reconstruction and rehabilitation 
of substandard and insanitary areas, or for both 
such purposes, and for recreational and other fa- 


Municipality Not Liable for Damages Suffered by 


Property Owner from Two-year Injunction in Action 
Fi ETT Won by Him. 











Bllis v. City of West University Place, Su- 


preme Court of fexas (November 1943), 175 S. WwW. 
(2a) 396. The city brought an action to enjoin a 
business use in a residence district. By means of 
restraining orders and supersedeas bonds, the city 
prevented the business structure during the two 


. 9 cilities incidental or appurtenant thereto." 
The Court pointed out that this state consti- 
‘a ) { tutional provision authorized eminent domain, tax 
exemption, aid other methods, for two distinct pur- 


her 


ery 
ry 


ty? 


airy, 


tails 


any. 


poses, namely, low rent housing and the clearance 
and reconstruction of substandard and insanitary 
areas, and held these to be two distinct and not 
necessarily related objectives, and, consequently, 
that the constitution declared the clearance and 
rehabilitation of substandard areas to be a public 
use or purpose even though a project does not in- 
clude any low rent housing. In the language of 
the court: 

"(6). . .The two purposes, however, are dis- 
tinct, one veinzg designed to authorize low rent 
housing for persons of low income as defined by law, 
the other authorizing appropriate legislation to 
bring about the clearance and rehabilitation of 
substandard areas as a means to protect public 
health and morals and to restore and preserve the 
financial stability of municipalities which suffer 
indirectly from conditions existing inthose blight- 
ed areas. See New York State Constitutional Conven- 
tion, (1938) kevised Record, Vol. II, pp. 1533, 
1559, 1567, 1568, 1577, 1581. The project with 
wnich we are now concerned involves the clearance 
and rehabilitation of a substandard and insanitary 
area - not low rent housing for persons of low in- 
come." 

The dissenting opinion in the lower appellate 
court hadturned upon the fact that the statute and 


@= proposed contract enabled the Stuyvesant Corpo- 
v 


ration, by paying up the exempted taxes, to free 
itself from regulation as to rent, profits, divi- 
dends, and the disposition of its property; and 
this was the ground of a dissenting opinion in the 


years of litigation, which in the end the city 
lost. The owner thereupon sued the city for dam 
ages caused by the two years’ suspension. The 
court held that the enforcement of a zoning ordi- 
nance is an exercise of a police or governmental 
power and therefore the city is not liable for 
damages, and that this principle is not unconsti- 
tutional. 


Board of Adjustment MaY Permit Adjoining One-family 
Dwelling and Church in Single Building: 

Appeal of Ploersheina, Supreme Court of Pennsyl- 
vanta (October 1943), 34 Atlantic (2d), 62; 348 
Pennsylvania, 98. The building department granted 
a certificate of occupancy of a certain building as 
a synagogue and residence for therabbi and his fam 
ily. On appeal tothe board of adjustment to inval- 
idate the certificate, the board affirmed it, and 
an appeal to the courts was then taken. 

The permitted uses in the zone were "(1) one- 
family dwelling. . .(4) church." "One-family dwel- 
ling" was defined as "a separate building designed 
for or occupied exclusively by one family." 

So the question was whether the board of ad- 
justment could permit the combination of the two 
permitted uses despite this definition. 

The court, in a brief opinion, upheld the de- 
cision of the board, saying that "a building design- 
ed for one family may very readily be used asa 
church," and that the board has the power to permit 
this combination use because there is nothing to 
show that the board does not have that power. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS 


NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION. A Handbook for Citizen 
Groups. A. C. Kayanan, Planning Technician. Re- 
gional Association of Cleveland, Housing Center, 
West Mall Drive, Cleveland14,, Ohio. December 1943. 
37pp.maps,illus. (Quite an unusual report writ- 
ten in simple understandable language, very well 


illustrated. Addressed to citizens so that they 
may understand what makes and destroys a neigh- 
borhood. ) 


A CHART FOR CHANGING CITIES. California Housing 
and Planning Association, 402 Jackson Street, San 
Francisco 11, California; Marion B. Howden, Secre- 
tary. March 1944. 20pp.maps. (An able analysis 
of the major factors involved in urban redevelop- 
ment. Master plans, zoning, land assembly, devel- 
opment, taxation, are discussed separately. The 
case for land assembly by the public housing author- 
ity is well argued.) 


MICHIGAN AIHPORTS. Michigan Board of Aeronautics, 
Capital City Airport, Lansing 2, Michigan; George 
G. Ross, Planning Consultant. February 1944. 76pp. 
illus.,maps,charts,tables. (This report contains 
a number of excellent plans showing various stages 
of airport development. It contains standards for 
the selection of an airport site, and it lists a 
number of central airports which serve surrounding 
communities. ) 


AIR PHOTOGRAPHS. Pennsylvania Planning. State 
Planning Board, Pennsylvania Department of Commerce, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; F. A. Pitkin, Executive 
Director. February 1944. 2upp.illus. (A clear 
statement in a series of articles showing the 
practical uses of aerial maps and their value in 
planning. ) 


AIRPORT ZONING STUDY. City Planning Board, Con- 
cord, New Hampshire; Gustaf H. Lehtinen, Director. 
March 1944. 18pp.mimeo.,maps. (A report pertain- 
ing toa proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance 
to provide for the protection of the approaches to 
the Concord Municipal Airport.) 


WASHINGTON, A PLANNED CITY IN EVOLUTiviN. maj Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant, 3rd, Chairman, National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission, 7013 South Interior 
Building, Washington 25, D. C. February 1944. 
20pp.illus. 


PLANNED CITYHOOD. Michael Rosenauer. In Town and 
pountie 572 Madison Avenue, New York, New York. 
December 1943, January and February 1944. Ilipp. 
illus. 


EDUCATION IN WARTIME, A MANUAL FOR EDUCATION COM- 
MITTEES OF LOCAL DEFENSE COUNCILS. U. S. Office of 
Civilian Defense in cooperation with U. S. Office 
of Education of the Federal Security Agency. United 
States Government Printing Office, Washington, D. 
C. OCD Publication 3628, November 1943. l0pp. 
25¢. 
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SELECTED LOCAL PLANNING ACTIVITIES IN VIRGINIA, 


Division of Purchase and Printing, Virginia State 
Planning Board, kKichmond, Virginia; Raymond V, 
Long, Director. 1944. 23pp. (One of the best 
ways of determining what to do is by examining what 
others have done. This monograph gives the experi- 
ence of a number of planning agencies in the state 
of Virginia.) 


MASTER PLAN OF RESIDENTIAL LAND USE OF CHICAGO. 
Chicago Plan Commission, 20 North Wacker Drive, 
Chicago, Illinois; H. Evert Kincaid, Executive 
Director. 1943. 134pp.maps,tables,graphs,illus. 
(After discussing the framework of non-residential 
uses in the city and outlining the residential pat- 
tern of land use, the report proposes a new pattern 
of residential land use in 1965. It describes the 
blighted areas and near blighted areas, the con- 
servation areas and others, and then outlines in a 
series of maps the areas that are to be rebuilt and 
those that are ripe for rebuilding. The report is 
very well illustrated with many photographs, maps 
and a series of overlay meps.) 


A TRAFFIC SURVEY OF THE CHICAGO DISTRICT. The Cook 
County Highway Department, Chicago, Illinois. 1943. 
68pp.maps. (Exceptionally good pictorial represen- 
tation gives emphasis tothe facts obtained through 
the survey. The Chicago District fas applied here] 
covers 160 cities and villages with a population 
of approximately 5 million.) 


THE rUTUAE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MISSOURI RIVER VALLEY. , 


Missouri River States Committee. The Council of 
State Governments, 1313 East 60th Street, Chicago 
37, Illinois. February 1944. 64pp. 


THt NATURAL RESOURCES OF SOUTH CAKOLINA. South 
Carolina State Planning Board, 100 Calhoun State 
Office building, Columbia 10, South Carolina; F. 
E. Lawrence, Director. March 1944. 115pp.maps, 
tables. 


PLANNING IS POLI'ICS BUT ARE PLANNERS POLITICIANS? 
Catherine Bauer. In New Pencil Points, 330 West 
42nd Street, N.Y.C. March 1944,pp.56-70. $1.00. 


Th HOUSING MANKET IN NEW YORK CITY. 
Swan. Reinhold Publishing Corporation, 330 West 
42nd Street, New York, New York. 204pp.tables, 
graphs. $2.00. (A detailed and comprehensive 
economic analysis of residential real estate in 
New York City for about thelast forty years. Resi- 
dence construction activities are correlated to 
business trends.) 


Herbert S. 


A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON HOUSING CONDITIONS AND PCL- 
ICIS. City Planning Commission, 217 Governor 
Street, Richmond, Virginia; James Bolton, Secretary. 
1942. A4lpp.maps. 


BRIYISH GOVERNMENT MACHINERY FOk RECUNSTRUCTION. 
british Information Services, 30 Kockefeller Plaza, 
New York, New York. January 1944. l&pp. (1. Gov- 
ernment machinery; 2. Government plans - Tow and 
country planning, Housing, Labor, Agriculture, etc.) 
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